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SOURCE

This unique blue-violet gemstone variety of the mineral Zoisite was discovered
in 1967 on the slopes of Mt.Kilimanjaro (Zelatema District — 60kms south east
of Arusha) at the foot of the Merelani Hills, Tanzania, East Africa. Tanzanite is
believed to be 600 milion years old and considered a ‘geological
phenomenon’ due to the random presence of the element vanadium. ‘A
thousand times rarer than diamonds’, tanzanite is found exclusively in an area
of 5 kms wide in the Merelani Hills and supply is estimated to run out in
approximately ten to fifteen years. The mines have been divided by the
Tanzanian Mining Authority into four concessions.




Before 1967, the only variety of zoisite, which had any claim as a gem
mineral, was the pink ornamental mineral Thulite. There are many coloured
varieties of zoisite, except for the purple-blue, which is specifically named
tanzanite.

Shortly after the gem’s discovery, Tiffany & Co named the gemstone tanzanite
after the country Tanzania.

LEGEND AND LORE

There is much folklore and legend surrounding tanzanite. At the time of
tanzanite’s discovery, local Maasai communities told colourful stories around
the gemstone. They said that the land was set ablaze by a bolt of lightening,
and the heat from this magic fire from the sky transformed the brown crystals
into blue-violet gems. Maasai custom upholds the colour blue as sacred and
spiritual and according to Maasai folklore, only women blessed with fertility,
with the miracle of new life, have the honor or wearing blue beads and fabric.

PHYISICAL PROPERTIES

Tanzanite is a calcium aluminum silicate. The crystals are found in various
colours: blue, violet, green, pink, brown, yellow and khaki. Almost all crystals
are heated to reduce pleochroism and obtain the favoured blue-violet colour.

Crystal Structure: Orthothombic

Specific Gravity: 3.35

Hardness: 6 — 7 on Mohs’ scale

Refractive Index: 1.691 — 1.700 (Doubly Refractive)

Optical Properties: Trichroic (3 vibration directions: blue, purple and
green).



